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NATSUKO UCHINO is an interdisciplinary artist and Professor of Art at the Ecole Supérieure d’Art et de Design, Le Mans, 
living between Paris and South of France. 

Born in Japan in 1983, she graduated from Cooper Union in New York in 2007 and from the CCA Kitakyushu research 
programme in Japan in 2012. Uchino’s practice, defined by experiences in agriculture and crafts, relates art to ecology, food 
and conviviality through the use of ceramics. Her work takes the form of installations, films and performances combining the 
multiple materialities of sculpture, functional objects and living matter.

She has held solo exhibitions at Galerie Allen, Paris, France; Tonus, Paris, France; Last Resort Gallery, Copenhagen, Denmark; 
V8 Plattform für Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe, Germany. Uchino has had several two-person exhibitions with Matthew Lutz-Kinoy 
including Projektraum 45cbm, Staatlichen Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, Germany; Elaine- Museum für Gegenwartskunst, Basel, 
Switzerland; Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, Denmark; as well as with Maroussia Rebecq at Piacé le Radieux Bézard- 
Corbusier, Piacé, France; and staged performances with Mehdi Brit at Jardin des Plantes, Muséum National d’Histoire 
Naturelle; Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature, in Paris, Les Laboratoires d’Aubervilliers, in France, and Goethe Institute / 
Institut Français, Beijing, China.
 
Uchino has participated in group exhibitions at Fondation Vincent Van Gogh, Arles, France; MECA Frac Acquitaine, Bordeaux, 
France; la Panacée, Montpellier, France; Taka IIshi Gallery, Hong Kong; Freedman Fitzpatrick Gallery, Paris, France; Marcelle Alix, 
Paris, France; Green Tea Gallery, Joshoan, Kyoto, Japan; la Friche Belle de Mai, Marseille, France; Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto, Japan; 
CIAP, Vassivière, France; Garment District Alliance and CCNY, public art project Port Authority NY, USA.

She has been a speaker at seminars on art and its relation to ecology, rurality and development including Ideas City Arles and 
New York organised by New Museum and Luma foundation;  CIAP, Vassivière, France; Van Gogh Foundation, Arles, France; 
Tsinghua University, Beijing, China.

Her works are held in public collections in France at Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, Frac Normandie, Frac 
Nouvelle -Aquitaine, Bordeaux, CNEAI and the Fondation Kadist, Paris and San Francisco.



NATSUKO UCHINO 
Born 1983, in Kumamoto, Japan. Lives and works in Belvézet, France.  

EDUCATION

2013 Research Program, Center for Contemporary Art Kitakyushu, Japan
2007 Bachelor of Fine Arts, Cooper Union, New York 

SOLO SHOW AND DUO SHOW  

2024  Fiction Théorie Panier, Musée d’art contemporain de la Haute Vienne, Château de Rochechouart
2023  Brussels Mussels, Sorry we are closed, Brussels 
 Duo show, Campos with Magni Moss, Cibrian Gallery, San Sebastian 
2021  Keramikos III,  with Matthew Lutz Kinoy, Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo
2020  Scobies. Galerie Allen, Paris, FR
2018  Terre crue / Terre cuite. Tonus, Paris, FR
 Etxe Mouton, Etxe Nami. St Jean de Luz, la Petite Escalère, Saint-Laurent-de-Gosse, FR
2017  Clay, Tiles & Redwood. Last Resort, Copenhagen, DK
2015  Moving Landscapes. V8 Plattform für Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe, DE
2013 Keramikos II. Projektraum 45cbm, Staatlichen Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, DE
2012 Keramikos II. Elaine- Museum für Gegenwartskunst, Basel, CH

GROUP SHOW 
2023 Group show, Food for Thought, Taka Ishii Gallery, Tokyo
 40th EVA International, Biennale Irlande ; curated by Sebastian Cichocki
 Duo show, Campos with Magni Moss, Cibrian Gallery, San Sebastian
 Warmly, Huiden Club, Rotterdam ; curated by Florence Parot 
 Diplomaties Terrestres, Centre d’Art et du Paysage, Vassivière
 Kleinplastik, Consortium Dijon
2022 Hippydrome, FRAC Normandie Caen, FR
 Emergency Exit, Moderna galerija / Museum of Contemporary Art ,Metelkova, LJ
2021 SOL ! La biennale du territoire #1 – Un pas de côté. MO.CO. Panacée, Montpellier, FR
 Les Flammes - L’Âge de la céramique. Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, FR
 Expanded Craft. cur by Nicolas Trembley. Croy Nielsen, Vienna, AT
 No guidance from the spirit guides, Cibrian Gallery, San Sebastien, ES  
2020 La Complicité. cur. Bice Curiger &  Julia Marchand. Fondation Vincent Van Gogh, Arles, FR
 Faire communs. Maison des Arts Georges & Claude Pompidou, Cajarc, FR 
 The Penumbral Age. Land art in the face of the climate crisis. cur. Sebastian Cichocki and Jagna Lewandowska, Muzeum  
 Sztuki Nowoczesnej w Warszawie /Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw, PL
2019 Mais il y a ce lieu, qui nous maintient. cur. Mathieu Kleybe Abonnenc, Mécènes du sud Montpellier-Sète, Montpellier, FR
 Mingei Now. cur. Nicolas Trembley, Sokyo gallery, Kyoto, JP
 Bronz’age, le Design à l’Âge de Bronze. Musée Archéologique Départemental, Jublains, FR
 De l’Ile au Monde. Centre Internationale d’Art et du Paysage, Vassivière, FR
 TRANS. cur. Anne Dressen. MECA Frac Acquitaine, Bordeaux, FR
 Cookbook. cur. Nicolas Bourriaud and Andrea Petrini la Panacée, Montpellier, FR
 UB ANDROID. cur: Green Tea Gallery. Freedman and Fitzpatrick Paris, FR
2018 Minguei and Friends avec Lebensformen et We do not work alone. Le Cœur, Paris, FR
 Biennale de Saint Flour. cur. Christian Garcelon, Site Chaliers, Auvergne, FR
 Je t’épaule, tu me respires. Galerie Marcelle Alix, Paris, FR
2017 Tournedos Café. (with Barthelemy Toguo) cur. Jacob Fabricius. Roskilde Festival, Kunsthal Aarhus, Aarhus, DK
 Pre-Capital -Formes populaires et rurales dans l’art contemporain. cur. Emmanuelle Luciani, Charlotte Cosson, Nicolas  
 Bourriaud, La Panacée, Montpellier, FR
2016 J’ai rêvé le goût de la brique pilée/ I dreamed the taste of shattered bricks. cur. Sophie Auger-Grappin et Natsuko Uchino.  
 Centre Céramique Contemporaine la Borne, and Gallery La Box ENSA Bourges, FR
 RURAL. (with Peeping Tom and Piacé le Radieux) Salon MAD, CNEAI / Maison Rouge, Paris, FR
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 Lab Yaourt. (with Maroussia Rebecq) Piacé le Radieux Bezard- Corbusier, FR                                         
 J/E. La Galerie du 5ème, espace culturel des Galeries Lafayette, Rond Point Project, Marseille, FR        
 City Glance TOKYO. Galerie Le Cœur, Paris, FR
2015 That Attitude is Rude. Green Tea Gallery, Joshoan, Kyoto, JP
 Salon MAD with Pork Salad Press. CNEAI / Maison Rouge, Paris, FR
 KÄLEN. Last Resort gallery, Copenhagen, DK
 ACA- Site Specificity and Art in the Natural Landscape. MAXXX Project Space/ ECAV, Sierre, CH
 La Célébration. Galerie Le Cœur, Programme Hors-Pistes Centre Pompidou, Paris, FR 
2014 Terre Pierre Verre. Cité des Arts Montmartre, Paris, FR
 Mi-Art avec Freedman and Fitzpatrick. Milan, IT
2013 Chambre des Canaux : The Tolerant Home. cur. Siebe Tettero, Amsterdam, NLD 
 Phantom City. Garment District Alliance and CCNY, Public art exhibition at Port Authority NY, USA
 Collateral Program Room. CHART, Kunsthal Charlottenborg, Copenhagen, DK
 Empreintes et Passage à L’Acte. Astérides - Friche Belle de Mai, Marseille, FR
2012 Titicaca VI. Rocket Gallery, Tokyo, JP
 Foreign Figs For Florence. Villa Romana, Florence, IT
 2nd Land Art Biennial. Ikh Gazriin Chuluu and National Mongolian Modern Art Gallery, Ulaanbaatar, MG
2011 We Ate Whale. CCA Kitakyushu, JP

SELECTED PERFORMANCES

2019 Liquid Modern, What has been cut cannot be mended without a scar. Goethe Institute avec l’Institut Français et le 
 service culturel de l’ambassade de France, Beijing, CN
2017  Terrain Vague. (avec Alexandre Maillard) Silencio Club, Paris , FR
2016 Feu de Joie. Cuisine Plein Air et Fermentation/ Open Fire Plein air Cooking, Piacé le Radieux Bezard- Corbusier, 
 Piacé, FR                                       
2015 Pythie ou le Dithyrambe Névralgique des Dieux. Silencio Club, Paris, FR
2014 La Pastorale. Jardin des Plantes, Muséum National d’Histoire Naturelle, In Process, FIAC Hors-les-Murs, Paris, FR
 Dionysos, Les chants miraculeux de Terre et de la Nuit. La Nuit Européenne des Musées, Musée de la Chasse et de la  
 Nature, Paris, FR
2013 Déambulation Agro-alimentaire. Musée de la Chasse et de la Nature, Paris, FR
 Le Manifeste Européen des Faiblesses. Laboratoires d’Aubervilliers, Aubervilliers, FR
 Keramikos Parcours Passstück Light Show. Projektraum 45cbm, Staatlichen Kunsthalle Baden-Baden, DE
 La Cerisaie. Astérides - Friche Belle de Mai, Marseille, FR

 
CONFERENCES / TEACHING / SCREENINGS 

2019 Art et Environnement. Tsinghua University, Beijing, CN
 About Fermentation. avec David Zibler de NOMA Copenhague, La Panacée, Montpellier, FR
 On Earth and Gardening, Serpentine Cinema, London, UK
2017  IDEAS CITY NEW YORK, New Museum, New York, USA
 Art en milieu rural, Colloque, Centre International d’Art et du Paysage, Ile de Vassivière, FR
2014 ACA- Site Specificity, colloque, Fondation Château Mercier, Ecole Cantonale d’Art du Valais, Sierre, CH
 Les Banquets du Château, portes ouvertes, Centre International d’Art et du Paysage, Ile de Vassivière, FR
 La Terre Native, Artiste associée, Les Journées Européennes du Patrimoine, St Quentin-la-Poterie, FR
2013 La Semeuse, conférence, Laboratoires d’Aubervilliers, Aubervilliers, FR
2012 Art et l’Écologie, conférence, VIIème Globale Conférence, Les Ateliers de la Terre, Evian, FR
2009 Festival Internacional del Cine Pobre de Humberto Solás, Gibara, Holguín, Cuba
2005 Dionysiac documents, projections, Centre Pompidou, Ecole du Louvre, Ecole National des Beaux Arts,  Galerie Léo  
 Scheer, Paris, FR

 
RESIDENCIES

2021 ArtExplora, Paris FR
2021 La Becque, ECAL, Lausanne, CH 
2017 Ideas City Arles, New Museum NY, USA and Fondation LUMA Arles , FR
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2015 Astérides, Friche Belle de Mai, Marseille, FR
2014 Centre International d’Art et du Paysage, Ile de Vassivière, FR
2013 Cité Internationale des Arts, Paris, FR
 

COLLECTIONS

Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France 
Frac Nouvelle-Aquitaine, Bordeaux , France
Frac Normandie, France 
CNEAI, France
Foundation Kadist, Paris, France
 
 PUBLICATIONS

2020 Keramikos, with Matthew Lutz-Kinoy, edited by Nicolas Trembley, Walther und Franz König
 Wonders in the Heavens and on the Earth, Krakow Photomonth Festival, Foundation for Visual Arts
2017 Wet Lands, Worpswede Kunstlerhauser, Centre International d’Art et du Paysage, Ile de Vassivière, KunstFunds,
 Institut Français, Région Nouvelle Aquitaine
0216 La Quinzaine Radieuse 8, Piacé le Radieux, Bézard- Le Corbusier
 “Le Supplément Rural.” Peeping Tom’s Digest, no.5, Paris
2015 Bewegten Landschaften Filmprogamm, V8 Plattform für Neue Kunst, Karlsruhe
 Plattform für Neue  Kunst, Karlsruhe
 The New Farmer’s Almanac, Agrarian Technology, The Greenhorns, New York Press, NY
2014 Interviewer la performance, Mehdi Brit et Sandrine Meats, Manuella Editions, Paris
 Marcon, Diego. A Script for Dick, Untitled Association, Rome
2012 LAM 360, exhibition catalogue, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
 A Red Herring and the White Elephant, CCA Kitakyushu
2011 A Study on Fermentation and Class,The Bugle, Gavin Brown Enterprise, NY
2009 Backwash, independent publication, Buenos Aires, Havana, NY
2007 Uchino, Natsuko. Formas Libres, El Primero Trazo, Havana, NY
2006 Menschel, Benjamin. Fellow, catalogue



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Dwellings, 40th EVA International, 2023 
Limerick, Ireland

 hoto by Jed Niezgoda, 2023



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Diplomaties terrestres, CIAPV, 2023 
Beaumont-du-Lac, France

Photo: Aurélien Mole
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Exhibition view, Diplomaties terrestres, CIAPV, 2023 
Beaumont-du-Lac, France

Photo: Aurélien Mole



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Clay, Tiles & Redwood, 2017 
Last Resort, Copenhagen, Denmark

Photo: Anders Sune Berg
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Exhibition view, Clay, Tiles & Redwood, 2017 
Last Resort, Copenhagen, Denmark

Photo: Anders Sune Berg
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Exhibition view, Clay, Tiles & Redwood, 2017 
Last Resort, Copenhagen, Denmark

Photo: Anders Sune Berg
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Exhibition view, Clay, Tiles & Redwood, 2017 
Last Resort, Copenhagen, Denmark

Photo: Anders Sune Berg



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, La Complicité, 2020 
Fondation Vincent Van Gogh, Arles, France 

Curated by Bice Curiger &  Julia Marchand 
Photo: François Deladerrière 
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Exhibition view, La Complicité, 2020 
Fondation Vincent Van Gogh, Arles, France 

Curated by Bice Curiger &  Julia Marchand 
Photo: François Deladerrière



NATSUKO UCHINO

Detail
Exhibition view, Terre cru / Terre cuite, 2018
Tonus, Paris, France

Photo: Jade Fourès-Varnier

Collection du Musée d’Art Moderne de Paris 



NATSUKO UCHINO with MATTHEW LUTZ-KINOY 

KERAMIKOS, 2012 - 2013
Traveling dinner event and ceramics collection

Restaurant at Elaine
Museum für Gegenwarts Kunst, Basel June 10, 2012

Foregin Figs for Florence, Italy 
Dingum at Villa Romona, Florence September 8 - 9, 2012

Kunsthalle Baden-Baden March 3 - April 7, 2013
Kunsthal Charlottenborg
August 29 - September 1, 2013

The Tolerant Home
Siebe Tettero, Amsterdam October 31 - November 17, 2013

MiArt with Freedman Fitzpatrick, 27-30 March 2014



NATSUKO UCHINO with MATTHEW LUTZ-KINOY 

KERAMIKOS, 2012 - 2013
Traveling dinner event and ceramics collection



NATSUKO UCHINO

KERAMIKOS, 2012 - 2013
Traveling dinner event and ceramics collection
Foregin Figs for Florence, Italy 
Curated by Dingum at Villa Romona, Florence



NATSUKO UCHINO

Feu de Joie, 2016
Cuisine Plein Air et Fermentation/ Open Fire Plein air Cooking
Piacé le Radieux Bezard- Corbusier, Piacé, France 
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Feu de Joie, 2016
Cuisine Plein Air et Fermentation/ Open Fire Plein air Cooking
Piacé le Radieux Bezard- Corbusier, Piacé, France



NATSUKO UCHINO

Scobies set, 2020
Various pitchers, bottles, vats, living bacteria (kombucha, water kefir)  
Dimensions variable 
Photo: Aurelien Mole 
Courtesy the artist and Galerie Allen, Paris



NATSUKO UCHINO

Untitled (Mushroom bloc), 2020 
Mycelium, feuille, carton, brique, platre, bois
64 x 67 x 100,5 cm
Photo: Aurelien Mole
Courtesy the artist and Galerie Allen, Paris



NATSUKO UCHINO

Untitled (Scobies Fridge), 2020
Non-electric refrigerator, fayence, décor terre
54,5 x 47 x 58,5 cm 
Photo: Aurelien Mole
Courtesy the artist and Galerie Allen, Paris



NATSUKO UCHINO

Squid Money (production view), 2020
Tin cast in cuttlebone
Approximately 8 x 4 x 1 cm each
Suite of uniques x 13
Courtesy the artist and Galerie Allen, Paris

Squid Money, 2020 is a series of 13 
non-calibrated double-sided tin coins 
made using a casting technique dating 
back to Neolithic times. The additive 
layers are encoded with the growing 
time of the cuttlebones (squid bones) 
which were carved by hand and then 
used as a mould.  

Currently, tin is mined across 
the world, largely in China and 
Bangladesh and significanlty in 
Postosi, Bolivia where silver has been 
depleted for making coins and other 
ornate riches for the Spanish Empire 
during the XVI century. Tin has a low 
melting-point and is here easily up-
cycled from vessels such as measuring 
cups and kitchen utensils found at 
yard sales.  

Money is a surrogate for value and it 
serves as a unit to measure exchange 
within a community that accepts 
transactions by sharing it. The 
introduction of money does not always 
mean that everything in the world is 
commensurate, nor does currency 
need to be based in accumulation, 
competition nor capitalism. A bank 
is thus formed when a community 
creates it. Economy is the dynamics of 
relations in a community that shares 
resources, manufacturing, services 
and bonds. The blatant inequality 
pervasive in our present economy 
is a reflection of the history of 
domination, violence and usurpation. 
But the essence of exchange and the 
mesh of social fabric show many other 
intricate structures. Alternative and 
complementary currencies manifest 
that diversity may or may not be 
pegged to central monies.

The squid currency is sold as an 
artwork traded at a price contingent to 
its production context. Its circulation 
value is indeterminate and should be 
prescribed by its usage.



NATSUKO UCHINO

Squid Money, 2020
Tin cast in cuttlebone
Approximately 8 x 4 x 1 cm each
Suite of uniques x 13
Courtesy the artist and Galerie Allen, Paris

Collection Kadist Paris / San Francisco



NATSUKO UCHINO

Adobe, 2019 
clay, sand and straw
62 x 52 x 3 cm 

Exhibition view, Les Flammes - L’Âge de la céramique. ,
Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris, France
Photo: Margot Montigny
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Adobe, 2022 
clay, sand and straw
62 x 52 x 3 cm 



NATSUKO UCHINO with AARON KING

Variations on a Pile of Wood, 2010
Dimensions and formations variable
Old Field Farm, Catskills, New York, USA 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Biennale de Saint Flour, 2018
Site Chaliers, Auvergne, France 
Curated by Christian Garcelon 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Faire communs, 2020
Maison des Arts Georges et Claude Pompidou, Cajarc, France

Photo: Yohann Gozard 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Manesh sheep wool felt
Made in Saint Cirq La Popie, Maison des Arts Georges et Claude Pompidou, Cajarc, France 
Teinture with Sandrine Rozier 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exte mouton, 2017
Laine, teinture indigo 
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Exte mouton, 2017
Laine, teinture indigo 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Terre cru / Terre cuite, 2018
Tonus, Paris, France 

Photo: Jade Fourès-Varnier — Tonus



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Mais il y a ce lieu, qui nous maintient, 2019
Mécènes du sud Montpellier-Sète, Montpellier, France
Curated by Mathieu Kleyebe Abonnenc



NATSUKO UCHINO

untitled, 2018
Stoneware, plants, bricks from Peterson Tegl
Dimensions variable  
 
Photo: Anders Sune Berg 
Courtesy the artist and Last Resort, Copenhagen, Denmark
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Untitled, 2020 
Sumi ink on newsprint
70 x 60 each
Courtesy the artist 



NATSUKO UCHINO

Exhibition view, Mingei Now, 2019
Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto, Japan

Curated by Nicolas Trembley 
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Exhibition view, Mingei Now, 2019
Sokyo Gallery, Kyoto, Japan

Curated by Nicolas Trembley 
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Das Magazine, Ich Bin Die Sonne 
by Hans Ulrich Obrist 
N°17, 2021, p 9.



Frieze, Top 7 Shows to See in Asia-Pacific 
Reviews 10 March, 2021



Mouvement, Natsuko Uchino, Micro-utopies mode d’emploi
by Julie Ackermann
September 2020
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Mouvement, Natsuko Uchino, Micro-utopies mode d’emploi
by Julie Ackermann
September 2020



Officiel de l’Art, Le Goût de la brique pilée m’assèche la gorge
Septembre – novembre 2015
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Officiel de l’Art, Le Goût de la brique pilée m’assèche la gorge
Septembre – novembre 2015



Milk Magazine, Matière vivante, L’artiste Natsuko Uchino s’expose à la Galerie Allen, à Paris
26 février 2020



Flash Art, On view, International exhibitions selected by [...] Nicolas Trembley (Director of the Syz Collection, Switzerland) 
Février 2020



Numéro, Pourquoi la céramique est-elle à la mode? 
by Nicolas Trembley 
November 2018
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Switch (on paper), L’art délicat de la fermentation
by Camille Azaïs
December 2020
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Switch (on paper), L’art délicat de la fermentation
by Camille Azaïs
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For any further information please contact:
pour plus d’informations veuillez contacter: 

Joseph Allen Shea
+33 (0)6 33 72 78 20
joseph@galerieallen.com

+33 (0)1 45 26 92 33
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